486              THE  COLLECTED  WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

though education may have to be starved. Nothing of the kind
should happen if they will insist on a corresponding reduction
in the military expenditure.

BENGAL REPRESSION

You will observe that in   the foregoing paragraphs I have
confined myself to the internal developments.

But the external circumstances, and among them chiefly the
acts of our rulers, are affecting our destiny no less surely (though
it may be adversely) than the internal development. We may
turn them to advantage if we will, or we may succumb to them to
our disadvantage. The latest act of the rulers is the repression
commenced in Bengal. The All Parties Conference condemned
it in no uncertain terms. The Conference had hesitation in
saying that the blow was aimed at the Bengal Swaraj Party, But
I have none. I have been to Calcutta and had the opportunity
of meeting men representing a variety of opinion and I came to
the conclusion that the blow Was aimed at the Swaraj p'arty. The
opinion is confirmed by the speeches since delivered by Lords
Lytton and Reading. The defence they have offered is wholly
unconvincing. Such a defence is possible only in a place like India
where public opinion counts for little or nothing. Lord Lytton's
conditions of release are an insult to our intelligence. Their Excel-
lencies beg the question when they tell us that the situation war-
ranted the Ordinance and the action under the Regulation of 1818.
The national contention is

L that the situation they describe has not been proved
to exist;

2.    that assuming that the situation does   exist, the  remedy
is worse than the disease;

3.    that the ordinary law contains enough  powers for deal-
ing with the situation; and lastly

4.    that even if extraordinary powers  were  necessary   they
should have been taken from the legislature which is  of their
own creation.

The speeches of Their Excellencies evade these issues alto-
gether. The nation which has had considerable experience of un-
supported statements of the Government will not accept them as
gospel truth. Their Excellencies know that we cannot and will
-.believe their statements not because they are wilfully un-
but because the sources of their information have often
to be tainted. Their assurances are therefore
.-people. The speeches are almost a challenge to

